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Neville L. Johnson (SBN 66329)
Douglas L. Johnson (SBN 209216)
Jordan A. Gonzales (SBN 286730)
JOHNSON & JOHNSON LLP
439 North Canon Drive, Suite 200
Beverly Hills, California 90210
Telephone:  (310) 975-1080
Facsimile:  (310) 975-1095
Email: njohnson@jjllplaw.com
djohnson@jjllplaw.com
jgonzales@jjllplaw.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff TW3 Entertainment, Inc.

and Power Move Multi Media, Inc.

SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

TW3 ENTERTAINMENT, INC., a
California corporation, and POWER
MOVE MULTI MEDIA, INC,, a
Nevada corporation,

Plaintiffs,

VS.

WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINMENT,
INC., a California corporation, STAR
THROWER ENTERTAINMENT, LLC,
a California limited liability corporation;
TIMOTHY WHITE, an individual,
TREVOR WHITE, an individual;
CHAVOITA LESANE, individually
and doing business as “ChaVam
Entertainment” and “ChaVam LLC”;
RICHARD WILLIAMS, an individual;
OVERBROOK ENTERTAINMENT,
LLC, & California limited liability
corporation; and DOES 1 - 20, inclusive,

Defendants.

Case No.:

COMPLAINT FOR:

(1)
@)

3)
)

()

(6

™

BREACH OF CONTRACT;

BREACH OF IMPLIED-IN-FACT
CONTRACT;

INTENTIONAL INTERFERENCE WITH
CONTRACTUAL RELATIONS;
INTENTIONAL INTERFERENCE WITH
PROSPECTIVE ECONOMIC
ADVANTAGE;

NEGLIGENT INTERFERENCE WITH
PROSPECTIVE ECONOMIC
ADVANTAGE;

INTENTIONAL INTERFERENCE WITH
PROSPECTIVE ECONOMIC
ADVANTAGE; and

NEGLIGENT INTERFERENCE WITH
PROSPECTIVE ECONOMIC
ADVANTAGE

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
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Plaintiffs TW3 Entertainment, Inc. and Power Move Multi Media, [nc., by and through
their undersigned attorneys, believe and allege upon knowledge as to themselves and their own
acts, and as to all other matters upon information and belief of their undersigned attorneys, bring
this Complaint against Defendants. With respect to the facts that are specifically alleged herein
on information and belief, Plaintiffs and their undersigned attorneys are informed and believe that
those facts are likely to have evidentiary support after a reasonable opportunity for further
investigation or discovery, because, among other reasons, the evidence to support those facts is
exclusively in Defendants’ possession.

1. This case presents an unfortunate and tawdry situation: the cold and calculating
misappropriation and interference with Plaintiffs’ intellectual property. Plaintiffs’ good faith and
contractually protected efforts to bring an amazing story into visual art form were met with
Defendants’ greed and disregard for Plaintiffs’ pre-existing rights.

AR AND VENUE

2. Plaintiff TW3 Entertainment, Inc. (“TW3"), a Delaware corporation whose
principal place of business is located in the County of Los Angeles, CA and Plaintiff Power Move
Multi Media, LLC, a Nevada Corporation, whose principal place of business is located in Clark
County, Nevada (“PMMM.” and together with TW3, “TW3-PMMM?” or “Plaintiffs”) are
corporations doing business in the County of Los Angeles, State of California. Tom Walsh (“Mr.
Walsh”) is the CEO and majority sharcholder of TW3 Entertainment. Karif “Reef” Knox (“Mr.
Knox™) is the CEO and owner of PMMM.

3. Defendant Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc. (“Warner Bros.” or *Defendant™), on
information and belief, is, and at all relevant times was, a Delaware corporation whose principal
place of business is located in the County of Los Angeles.

4, Defendant Star Thrower Entertainment, LL.C (“Star Thrower”) is a California
limited liability corporation whose principal place of business is located in the County of Los
Angeles. Defendant Timothy White (“Timothy White”) is the Chief Executive Officer of Star
Thrower and a resident of Los Angeles County. On information and belief, Defendant Timothy
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White is a co-founder of Star Thrower. On information and belief, Defendant Trevor White
(*Trevor White™) is a resident of Los Angeles County and a co-founder of Star Thrower.
Timothy White, Trevor White, and Star Thrower will be referred to ag the “Star Thrower
Defendants”™).

5. Defendant Chavoita Lesane (“Lesane™ or “Defendant Lesane™) is a resident of
Florida who contracted with Plaintiffs in Los Angeles, California.

6. Defendant Richard Williams (“Williams” or “Defendant Williams™) is a resident
of Florida who contracted with Plaintiffs in Los Angeles, California, Lesane and Williams
occasionally do business as *ChaVam Entertainment™ and/or “ChaVam LLC,” which they
represented to Plaintiffs is a joint venture between Defendants Lesane and Williams.

7 Defendants Overbrook Entertainment, LLC is a California limited liability
corporation whose principal place of business is Los Angeles County, California. Defendant
Overbook Entertainment, LLC is the production company and/or loan-out company for actor Will
Smith.

8. The substantial acts of Defendants, as herein alleged, were performed or occurred
in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.

9. Defendants, Does 1 through 20, are sued herein by fictitious names for the reason
that their true names are unknown to Plaintiff. Plaintiffs will seek leave to amend this complaint
to allege the true names and capacities of these Defendants when the same have been ascertained.
Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that these fictitiously named
Defendants are responsible in some manner for the actions and damages alleged herein.

10.  Plaintiffs are further informed and believe and based thereon allege that
Defendants at all times herein alleged were the agents, employees, servants, joint venturers and/or
co-conspirators of each of the other remaining Defendants, and that in doing the things herein
alleged were acting in the course and scope of such agency., employment, joint venture and/or
conspiracy.
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ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION

11.  Plaintiffs are longstanding members of the entertainment community who have
made integrity the cornerstone of their professional philosophy.

12.  Plaintiff Power Move Multi Media, LLC is an African-American-owned
production company based in Las Vegas, Nevada, with twenty years of entertainment industry
experience. PMMM’s CEQ, Karif “Reef” Knox, is a musical artist {featured by Columbia
Records at age 14), and a producer and creative director who has produced television shows for
music channel VHI (such as Love & HipHop NY and Love & HipHop Atlanta), Oprah Winfrey's
OWN network (such as Flex & Shanice), South Africa’s SABC (Livanda It's On), and many other

projects.
13.  Plaintiff TW3 Entertainment, Inc. is a production studio based in Santa Monica,
California. Tom Walsh, the founder and CEO of TW3, is a writer and director, and has

supervised and managed production operations, facilities, creative staffs, and production teams in
Los Angeles, New York, Miami, Hong Kong, Beijing, and Xhuhai, China. Mr, Walsh has
enjoyed long-term success in Hollywood, creating. directing, and producing a huge variety of
entertainment including but not limited to feature films (such as Denial starring Robin Wright,
Jason Patric, Rae Dawn Chong, and David Duchovny), comedy specials (such as ABC's We Dare
You!), and videogame and music production. In 2000-2001, Mr. Walsh conducted a production
venture with the U.S. Navy to film on submarines and aircraft carriers while they were in
operation, receiving the highest security clearances given by the Department of Defense.

14, Defendant Richard Williams is the father of international tennis champions Serena
and Venus Williams. Defendant Williams is the author of a book called Black and White: The
Way I See It, a memoir of his extraordinary life, which was first published May 6, 2014 by Simon
and Schuster, worldwide. The copyrighted book details Defendant Williams’ life experiences as
an African-American man in the American South, and details the extraordinary experiences he
overcame to focus particularly on his dedication to raising his daughters and training them to be

confident, powerful superstars beloved and respected across the world. In the words of a press
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release about the subsequent film project that is being unlawfully produced in violation of
Plaintiffs’ Rights, the book is “a true story of the hardscrabble but iron-willed father of Venus and
Serena Williams who had a plan to make his daughters the greatest tennis players in the world.”
The book was well-received and to date has sold hundreds of thousands of copies.

15.  OnFebruary 15, 2017, Defendant Williams had delegated limited power of
attorney to his son, Defendant Chavoita Lesane, for purposes of dealing with film and media
rights for his book.

16.  Inlate February 2017, Plaintiffs’ representatives Mr. Walsh and Mr. Knox were
introduced to Defendant Lesane. Plaintiffs inquired as to whether Mr. Williams had yet sold or
optioned any life rights or rights to Defendant Williams® book. As a member of the African-
American community, Mr. Knox was personally very interested in telling Mr. Williams’ life
story: the ultimate African-American success story, and an inspiration to all people. It was
important to Plaintiffs to contractually purchase not just Mr. Williams® life rights, but the rights to
Black and White: The Way I See It, which would permit Plaintiffs to undertake development and
eventual production activities with clear title. Mr. Knox also spoke at length with Defendant
Williams on several occasions, and Defendant Williams agreed to sell his book and life rights to
Plaintiffs.

17.  Mr. Lesane represented that to exploit such rights, he and his father operated a
joint venture, under which they did business as “ChaVam Entertainment, Inc.” Mr. Lesane
agreed, on his own behalf, and on behalf of Defendant Williams, to execute an option-purchase
agreement for purchase of all of Defendant Williams” life rights and book rights.

18.  OnMay 17, 2017, Plaintiffs TW3-PMMM and Defendant Williams (acting
through Chavoita Lesane with the limited power of attorney) executed both an Assignment
Agreement and Option-Purchase Agreement. A true and correct copy of the Assignment
Agreement and Option-Purchase Agreement (“the May 17, 2017 Agreement”) is attached hereto
as Exhibit 1. In the May 17, 2017 Agreement, Plaintiffs optioned for purchase the motion
picture rights to, inter alia, Defendant Williams’ book and life story. See Exhibit 1, May 17,
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2017 Agreement, § 3. In other words, Plaintiffs acquired the motion picture rights to any motion
picture based in whole or in part on Defendant Williams’ life story or his book. The rights
acquired by Plaintiffs are referred to as the “Richard Williams Righits.” All parties were
represented by independent counsel.

19.  The May 17, 2017 Agreement contained a purchase option at Paragraph 2. On
October 20, 2017, Plaintiffs exercised the purchase option in the May 17, 2017 Agreement,
paying the sum of $10,000, such that Plaintiffs are the owners of the Richard Williams Rights.

20.  The May 17, 2017 Agreement was executed by (1) Defendant Lesane, doing
business on behalf of the joint venture between himself and Defendant Williams as the
nonexistent corporate entity, “ChaVam Entertainment, Inc.”; (2) Defendant Williams himself; (3)
Mr. Walsh, as CEO of Plaintiff TW3; and (4) Mr. Knox as CEO of Plaintiff PMMM.

2Lk On September 14, 2017, Defendant Lesane, Plaintiffs TW3-PMMM, and an
individual named David Watts (“Mr. Watts”) entered into an agreement (the “September 2017
Writers Agreement™). In the September 2017 Writers Agreement, Mr. Watts and Defendant
Lesane granted to Plaintiffs a one year option for purchase for Watts® and Lesane’s “spec”
screenplay, which was based upon Defendant Williams’ copyrighted original story and characters
in the published book entitled Black and White: The Way I See It with studios. A true and correct
copy of the September 2017 Writers Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

22,  On September 14, 2018, the September 2017 Writers Agreement was amended to
provide for an additional two year option (i.c., through September 2019) (the “September 2018
Writers Agreement Amendment”). A true and correct copy of the September 2018 Writers
Agreement Amendment is attached hereto as Exhibit 3.

23.  Having properly and contractually secured and purchased the media rights to
Defendant Williams® life story and the media rights to Black and White: The Way I See It (the
“Richard Williams Rights™), Plaintiff TW3 put together (at its own cost) extensive materials for
development (including a video and presentation materials), and throughout 2018, Plaintiffs

worked for eight months on development in the hopes of making a deal with a studio to create a
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film.

24.  Inor about July 2018, Plaintiffs learned that Defendant Timothy White, CEO and
co-owner of Defendant Star Thrower Entertainment, was supposediy a/so developing a project
based on the Richard Williams Rights. On one occasion, TW3's CEO (Tom Walsh) made a pitch
to a studio, only to receive a telephone call from the same studio later informing him that the Star
Thrower Defendants were representing that Star Thrower owned and possessed the Richard
Williams Rights.

25.  Immediately thereafter, on or about July 2018, on behalf of Plaintiffs, Mr. Walsh
contacted Defendant Timothy White and informed him that Plaintiffs had existing contracts for
the rights. Defendant Timothy White promised to call Mr. Walsh “right back™ — but never did.

26.  OnJuly 25, 2018, Plaintifis caused a cease and desist letter to be sent on behalf of
Plaintiffs, informing Defendants Timothy White and Star Thrower of the existing contracts
between Plaintiffs and Defendant Lesane (acting on behalf of Defendant Williams), and of the
specific nature of the rights that TW3-PMMM holds (i.e., the media rights to Richard Williams’
life story and the media rights to Black and White: The Way I See It — the very same intellectual
property rights that Mr. White and Star Thrower were allegedly exploiting as their own property).
Plaintiffs copied Defendant I.csane (among others) on the cease and desist letter. A true and
correct copy of the cease and desist letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 4. Thus, at least as of July
25, 2018, Defendants Lesane and the Star Thrower Defendants were specifically noticed of
Plaintiffs’ ownership of the Richard Williams Rights and the wrongfulness of the Star Thrower
Defendants® conduct. No response was ever made to the cease and desist letter, and Plaintiffs did
not hear any more about Star Thrower Defendants, such that Plaintiffs believed the letter had had
its intended effect. In fact, however, Star Thrower Defendants had decided to double down on
their wrongful acts.

27.  Inapproximately mid-September 2018, Lesane informed Plaintiffs that Star
Thrower Defendants had reached out to Defendant Williams® accountant, asking for copies of the
May 17, 2017 Agreement and the September 2017 Writers Agreement, so that Star Thrower
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Defendants’ attorneys “could find a way for [Lesane/Williams] to break the contracts.” Lesane
assured Plaintiffs that the contracts had not been provided in response to this request, nor would
they be, and confirmed in response to inquiry that the accountant did not even have copies of the
contracts.

28. On September 25, 2018, Plaintiff TW3’s CEO Mr. Walsh met a man named Cletus
Bradley (“Mr. Bradley”). Mr. Bradley introduced himself as an independent producer and an
owner of an automotive design company, Mr, Bradiey also mentioned that his wife, Kim
Williams (no relation to Defendant Williams, or any other member of Defendant Williams®
family) was the CFO of Defendant Wamer Bros. Entertainment. (“Warner Bros.”). Mr, Walsh
and Mr. Bradley discussed the film business and Mr. Walsh mentioned Plaintiffs’ ownership of
the Richard Williams Rights. Mr. Bradley indicated that Warner Bros. might be interested, and
Mr. Bradley arranged for his wife to appear for & presentation about the Richard Williams Rights
at Plaintiff TW3’s studio in Santa Monica the next evening.

29.  On September 26, 2018, at 6 PM, Defendant Warner Bros’ representative, Kim
Williams, arrived at Plaintiff TW3's studio in Santa Monica for what became a four-and-a-half-
hour presentation. Ms. Williams introduced and conducted herself as Warner Bros.’
representative, Plaintifls pitched Warner Bros. on several of Plaintiff TW3's projects, including
but not limited to the Richard Williams Rights. When Ms. Williams inquired about the existence
of contracts for the Richard Williams Rights, Plaintiffs physically showed Ms. Williams the May
17,2017 Agreement for the Richard Williams Rights. Thus, as of September 26, 2018,
Defendant Warner Bros. was specifically noticed of Plaintiffs® ownership of the Richard Williams
Rights. Kim Williams expressed Warner Bros.” interest in possible production and requested
another meeting with Plaintiffs.

30.  Excited that the projects might come to fruition, Plaintiffs informed Defendant
Lesane that Warner Bros. might “green-light” production of the Richard Williams story. Lesane
similarly reacted with excitement.

H
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31.  On October 30, 2018, a second meeting took place regarding the Richard Williams
Rights at Plaintiff TW3’s Santa Monica studio. In attendance were (1) Plaintiffs’ representatives
Mr. Walsh; (2) a member of Plaintiff TW3's staff (Producer Martina Ritt); (3) a member of
Plaintiff TW3’s staff (Creative Executive and Editor Ladan Baylis): (4) Defendant Warner Bros.”
representative, Joshua (Josh) Mack (Director, Creative Development at Warner Bros.” New Line
Cinema film division); and (5) Cletus Bradley and his personal assistant.

32.  Atthe October 30, 2018 meeting, Plaintiffs presented three possible project
concepts to Warner Bros.: two pre-existing TW3 projects, Black Sword and Losopolis (which had
been shown to Kim Williams in September 2018), as well as the Richard Williams story. Acting
on behalf of Warner Bros., Mr. Mack told Plaintiffs that Wamner Bros, could not do Black Sword
since the studio already had a similar project, but that he believed Losopolis and Richard
Williams’ story had potential. He requested all presentation and creative materials including
completed screenplays on both such projects, which Plaintiffs immediately provided.

33.  During this meeting, Mr. Mack, on behalf of Warner Bros. specifically asked
Plaintiffs if Plaintiffs owned and possessed the Richard Williams Rights. Plaintiffs took
significant time during the meeting to reiterate and confirm that Plaintiffs had purchased all
rights, and that this was not simply an option deal.

34.  Immediately following the meeting, Cletus Bradley requested that Plaintiffs let
Mr. Bradley be the “point person”™ with Warner Bros. because of his special relationship with the
studio's executives, Mr. Bradley told Plaintiffs that Warner Bros. loved the two projects and that
Plaintiffs should stop shopping the two projects to any other studio while they were being
considered by Warner Bros. Further, Mr. Walsh spoke with Kim Williams (Warner Bros.” CFO,
Mr. Bradley’s wife) on a speaker phone call with her husband at their home on or about
Noverber 23, 2018, and she assured Mr. Walsh that everything was positively moving ahead
between Plaintiffs and Warner Bros. for both the Richard Williams Rights and Losopolis.

35.  OnDecember 21, 2018, Cletus Bradley also informed Plaintiffs that a deal

between Plaintiffs and Warner Bros. was definite, and that Mr. Mack was already working on a
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budget for the film featuring the Richard Williams Rights. Mr. Bradley stated that Warner Bros.
was going to set up a meeting with Plaintiffs immediately after the Holiday Season.

36.  On January 3, 2019, following the resumption of norma! scheduling after the
Holiday Season, Plaintiffs decided to contact Mr. Mack directly, since Plaintiffs had already
prepared a budget. Mr. Mack apologized for the delay and asked Plaintiffs to resend all of the
presentation materials and the scripts. Plaintiffs complied, and also forwarded a brand new
presentation video for the Richard Williams story, which they had re-edited over the Holiday
Season.

37.  The request from Mr. Mack seemed strange to Plaintiffs. so Plaintiffs contacted
Mr. Bradley. Mr. Bradley expressed confusion as to why Mr. Mack needed additional copies of
the materials. He told Plaintiffs that he would go directly to Mr. Toby Emmerich, Chairman of
Warner Bros. Pictures Group, a close colleague of Kim Williams,

38.  OnJanuary 16, 2019, Plaintiffs contacted Mr. Mack, Warner Bros.’
representative. Mr. Mack told Plaintiffs that Warner Bros. was not going to proceed with using
the Richard Williams Rights because the studio was not interested in doing any biopics
(biographical projects). However, Mr. Mack also mentioned that he was now in possession of
anorher Richard Williams life story called King Richard. Mr. Mack declined to state who was
affiliated with that project. Plaintiffs reiterated that Plaintiffs were the owners of the Richard
Williams Rights — and 1o one else.

39.  Immediately after the telephone call with Mr, Mack, Plaintiffs contacted
Defendant Lesane and informed him that Warner Bros. was not interested in doing a biopic.
Because, during this time, Plaintiffs had no reason to suspect that Defendant Lesane was already
in discussions with Star Thrower Defendants and Warner Bros. to develop King Richard,
Plaintiffs told Defendant Lesane what Mr. Mack had reported about King Richard. Defendant
Lesane responded only to ask Plaintiffs what they were going to do next, and did not reveal the
existence of Defendants’ secret dealings.

It
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40. On or about March 1, 2019, Defendant Lesane contacted Plaintiffs’ representative
Mr. Walsh. Defendant Lesane told Plaintiffs that Star Thrower Defendants and Defendant
Warner Bros. had entered into a contract to produce a film using the Richard Williams Rights, but
that Plaintiffs “were free” to produce some other type of media (such as a mini-series) if Plaintiffs
decided to do so. Plaintiffs were shocked and outraged. Plaintiffs demanded an explanation and
specifically informed Defendant Lesane that this deal constituted a breach of the contracts for the
Richard Williams Rights, among other problems. Lesane became enraged and screamed that
Defendant Williams had agreed to be paid $1 million, and that in addition, Lesane was going to
be “paid well” from the deal. When Mr. Wash again reiterated that Plaintiffs, Lesane, and
Defendant Williams had a pre-existing deal, Lesane hung up in a rage state.

41,  Plaintiffs requested by email over the weekend to have a separate conference call
on Monday morning with all of Plaintiffs’ representatives present and Defendant Lesane.
Defendant Lesanc initially agreed, but early on Monday morning cancelled the call.

42, On March 4, 2019, a media story in Deadline informed the public (and Plaintiffs)
that Star Thrower Defendants were shopping a spec seript called King Richard, described as a
biopic featuring using the Richard Williams Rights (including but not limited to Richard
Williams® life story and the story set forth in Black and White: The Way I See Ir), which would
star Will Smith as Richard Williams and involve his production company Overbrook
Entertainment. Additional media in multiple outlets followed.

43.  On or about March 7, 2019, Plaintiffs caused communication with Overbrook
Entertainment’s President of Production, Caleeb Pinkett (“Mr. Pinkett”). During this
communication, Plaintiffs specifically advised Mr. Pinkett of Plaintiffs’ pre-existing rights and
contracts. Mr. Pinkett expressed surprise at the Defendants’ actions, and stated that Defendants
Williams and Lesance had executed paperwork to approve the King Richard project. Mr, Pinkett
said he would cause Overbook Entertainment’s legal department to investigate and get back to
him — but just like Star Thrower Defendants before him — he never followed up to explain

Overbrook Entertainment’s conduct.
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