15 January 2019
Senator Nick Collins
The Massachusetts Senate
The State House
Beacon Hill, Boston, MA
AND
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The Massachusetts Black and Latino Legislative Caucus
The State House
Beacon Hill, Boston, MA
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Honorable Senator Collins and Members of the B&L Legislative Caucus:
I write you regarding a concern about accusations of discrimination that has been
raised recently in the local press — the Boston Herald and the Boston Globe. A Showtime
program, whose parent company is ABC, has been in the news regarding alleged
discriminatory practices. This letter is being sent to your oﬃces because the show— named
“SMILF”— takes place in South Boston, with many of our city’s streets and iconic features
portrayed to depict its realism.
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Yet, concern has arisen regarding discriminatory accusations made against the show.
Namely, black writers for the show are said to have been segregated in separate work space
quarters. There are also claims that the creative products of black artists working for the show
are not being appropriately credited.
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One of the show’s creators recently said in the Boston Globe that she would “do better”
at producing a higher quality product. That’s laudable. But these accusations, if proven true,
are problematic. And in light of the perception that Boston is a city that is inhospitable to
African-Americans, these accusations should be looked into with all seriousness.
I hope that the legislature will engage this matter immediately.
This letter is being written on the 90th anniversary of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday. As you know, Rev. King lived, studied and preached here in Boston. His legacy
remains apart of the city’s legacy. The work at opposing discrimination remains. Thank you in
advance for anything your oﬃces can do to further investigate and bring resolution to this
matter.
Sincerely,
Kevin C. Peterson
Founder, The New Democracy Coalition

